
 

Body formed to finalise guidelines for resumption of small businesses  
Tahir Siddiqui Updated April 19, 2020  

 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Saturday met different associations of 

small traders and discussed ways and means to allow them to operate in the city against the backdrop 

of a lockdown that has entered its fourth week. 

The traders assured the chief minister that they would follow the standard operating procedures (SOPs) 

if they were allowed to run their businesses.  

They suggested that they should be allowed and supported the start of home delivery. 

The chief minister told the traders‟ representatives that he was very keen to strengthen online business 

activities. “This is the way to observe social distancing,” he said. 

The traders also agreed to open their shops on a rotation basis. For example, they said, if a tailor’s shop was 

allowed to open on a particular day then on the same day all related shops such as clothes, thread, etc, be 

allowed to open. 

Traders assure Murad of following SOPs; PMA asked to work 

out plan to launch telemedicine clinics 

Similarly, when the shops of air-conditioners were open on the same day all related shops such as 

electricians, electrical appliances‟ shops be allowed to operate. 

The chief minister constituted a committee under Labour Minister Saeed Ghani, Energy Minister 

Imtiaz Sheikh, Excise and Taxation Minister Mukesh Chawla and Local Government Minister Nasir 

Shah to prepare SOPs with leaders of small traders for opening of small business activities within 24 

hours. 

He asked the committee to submit its proposals to him for his approval as well as for sharing with the 

federal government for further action. 
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On the request of the traders‟ association, the chief minister announced certain exemptions to them 

relating to the Sindh Revenue Board and provincial excise and taxation recoveries. 

The chief minister said that the prices of petroleum had come down considerably. Therefore, there was 

enough space to give loans to small traders to cope with the present situation. 

The traders‟ community appreciated the chief minister for his prompt action against coronavirus and 

his support for the business sector. 

Extensive Covid-19 testing ordered 

The CM ordered extensive Covid-19 testing in densely populated areas of Karachi, saying the 

coronavirus was further spreading in several localities across the city. 

“This is something serious and needs to be stopped by conducting extensive tests and ensuring 

isolation,” he said. 

The chief minister said that the coronavirus had started further spreading in thickly populated areas 

such as Lyari, Lea Market, Kharadar, Bihar Colony and different other localities in districts East, 

Malir, Korangi and West. 

Sharing the Covid-19 data in his video message, he said that 138 new cases had been detected by 

conducting 1,666 tests. “The number of tests conducted so far comes to 22,938 while the tally of 

positive cases has risen to 2,355,” he added. 

He said that on Friday new cases were detected in districts South, East, Korangi, Malir, West and 

Central and on Saturday more cases emerged from Bihar Colony. “The cases which appeared in the 

localities of all the six districts on Friday further spread on Saturday, this is worrisome,” he said and 

added he had ordered extensive tests of the people of the areas. 

The CM said that one more person died, taking the death toll to 48, which was two per cent of the total 

patients. “Eleven patients recovered during the last 24 hours and the number of cured patients so far 

has come to 592, which is 26 per cent of the total patients,” he added. 

He said that there were in all 1,715 patients, of whom 951 were in home isolation, 475 at isolation 

centres and 289 in different hospitals. 

He once again urged people to observe social distancing and try to remain at home, otherwise it would 

be quite difficult to contain and stop further spread. 

Asks PMA to make SOPs for clinics 

The chief minister urged the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) to work out SOPs for clinics and 

suggest ways and means to launch telemedicine clinics so that patients of other diseases could be 

provided medical treatment. 

He was talking to a PMA delegation comprising Dr Qaiser Sajjad, Dr Qazi Wasiq, Dr Sharif Hashmi 

and Dr Ghafoor Shoro here at CM House. 

 



 

The delegation suggested the chief minister to totally separate coronavirus patients from regular 

hospitals, including tertiary care centres so that regular patients could be attended there. 

The PMA also observed that the lockdown should have been imposed earlier and strictly, but this 

could not happen, therefore local spread of coronavirus took place. 

The chief minister said that he wanted to impose a lockdown all over Pakistan from March 15 with 

suspension of all travel and other facilities. “Since I failed to bring federal and other provincial 

governments [around to] my views and apprehensions, therefore, imposition of lockdown was 

delayed,” he added. 

Mr Shah said that he was establishing isolation centres and field hospitals all over the province.  

Mr Shah pointed out that there were four categories of coronavirus patients — those who came by air, 

pilgrims from Iran, people of Tableeghi Jamaat and local transmission. 

“We succeeded in isolating pilgrims at Sukkur and people of Tableeghi Jamaat in different districts, 

therefore virus couldn‟t spread from them,” he said, adding: “Yes, it spread from those who came by 

air and went unchecked and now we are facing spread of virus in slums.” 

Mr Shah urged the PMA to talk to their counterparts in other provinces and share Sindh‟s experience 

with them. 

Published in Dawn, April 19th, 2020 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1550323  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1550323


 

 

 

PMA asks Sindh CM to take a leaf from 

Punjab’s book 

By Sameer Mandhro 

Published: April 18, 2020 

KARACHI:  

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has requested Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah to 

shift Covid-19 patients kept in home isolation to government isolation centres to prevent them from 

becoming carriers of the virus, while also asking for benefits for medical staff similar to those 

announced in Punjab. 

A PMA delegation met the CM on Saturday, asking him not to transfer coronavirus patients to the 

isolation centres established at tertiary care hospitals, pointing out that there was a risk that they could 

infect the staff and other patients there. 

Moreover, they requested Shah to announce risk allowances and pay raises for the doctors, paramedics 

and other staff serving on the frontlines. “We demanded that he provide benefits similar to those 

announced by the Punjab government for its doctors,” a doctor told The Express Tribune. 

The PMA members further stated that the provincial government should declare the doctors who have 

lost their lives in the war against the pandemic as „Shaheed,‟ as the Punjab government was doing. 

Moreover, the delegation also appealed to the CM to provide every doctor with safety kits, whether 

they were working at public hospitals or dealing with patients in their private clinics. 

Speaking to The Express Tribune, PMA‟s Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro, who was part of the delegation, 

said that most of the doctors posted at isolation centres and hospitals that had fallen sick were young. 

“These doctors have just started their careers, they were risking their lives and they need the 

government‟s support,” he said 

Another doctor who attended the meeting explained that there were nearly 45,000 doctors in the 

province and acknowledged that providing kits to all the practitioners would be a challenge for the 

government. “We do not ask the government to provide free safety kits to the doctors,” he said. “But 

the government should ensure the availability of kits so the doctors can easily purchase and use them 

for their safety.” 

According to one of the doctors, the CM did not say whether his government would act on these 

requests. 

https://tribune.com.pk/author/2580/sameer-mandhro/


 

Taking measures 

During the meeting, the delegation also suggested to Shah and Sindh Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal 

Pechuho to establish laboratories at the district level, while refraining from shifting patients to Karachi 

from other districts, claiming that this could put the patients‟ lives at risk. 

The CM apprised the meeting that he was establishing isolation centres and field hospitals all over 

Sindh, adding that they were utilising newly-constructed buildings belonging to the health and 

education department for quarantining people. Moreover, he said, they were planning to set up 

marquees on open grounds as isolation centres. 

Shah further informed the doctors that there were four categories of Covid-19 patients: those who 

came by air, pilgrims from Iran, members of the Tableeghi Jamaat and those who had contracted the 

virus through local transmission. 

“We succeeded in isolating pilgrims at Sukkur and Tableeghi Jamaat members in different districts,” 

he said. “But the people who came by air went unchecked and infected others, and now we are facing 

an outbreak in slums and katchi abadis.” 

Shah told the PMA members that he had wanted the government to impose a country-wide lockdown 

from March 15, but had failed to bring the federal and other provincial governments on the same page. 

As a result, he maintained, the lockdown was delayed. 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2201332/1-pma-asks-sindh-cm-take-leaf-punjabs-book/  
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Sindh CM forms committee to devise SOPs for 

opening small businesses  

Our Staff Reporter April 19, 2020  

Our Staff Reporter 

KARACHI - has constituted a committee to devise Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) in 

consultation with the representatives of the small traders for opening of the small business and submit 

its report for approval to the CM within 24 hours. 

The committee comprising Sindh ministers Saeed Ghani, Imtiaz Shaikh, Mukesh Chawla and Syed 

Nasir Hussain Shah was formed after a meeting of the CM Sindh with the representatives of different 

associations of the small traders on Saturday, said a spokesperson to the CM Sindh. 

The traders suggested that they would follow the SOPs if they were allowed to operate their 

businesses. They also suggested that they should be allowed and supported to start home delivery 

services. 

The CM told them that he was very keen to strengthen online and on-phone business activities. “This is 

the way how social distancing is observed,” he said. 

The traders also agreed to open their shops on rotation basis. If a shop of tailor is allowed to open on a 

particular week day then on the same day all the associated shops such as cloths and fabrics be allowed 

to open. Similarly, when the shops of air-conditions are open, on the same day all the associated shops 

such as electricians and electric appliances shops be allowed to operate. 

On the request of the traders, the Chief Minister announced to give certain exemptions of SRB and 

provincial excise & taxation recoveries. The traders community appreciated the Chief Minister for his 

action against coronavirus and his support for traders. 

Meanwhile, referring meeting of the traders‟delegation with the Sindh CM, President All City Tajir 

Ittehad Hakeem Shah told newsmen that the meeting of the members of business community with the 

Sindh Chief Minister was very successful. 

The CM sindh has given assurance that the shops would be allowed to open under SOPs, Hakeem Shah 

said. 

The members of business community will fully cooperate with the committee to formulate SOPs so as 

to open their businesses, he said. 

https://nation.com.pk/19-Apr-2020/sindh-cm-forms-committee-to-devise-sops-for-opening-small-businesses
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Murad urges PMA to 

prepare SOPs for clinics, tele-medicine clinics 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has urged the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) to 

work out Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for clinics and suggest ways and means to launch 

tele-medicine clinics so that patients of other diseases could be provided medical treatment. 

This he said on Saturday while talking to PMA‟s delegation here at CM‟s House, said a statement. 

The delegation members were Dr Qaisar Sajad, Dr Qazi Wasiq, Dr Sharif Hashmi and Dr Qhafoor 

Shoro. 

Sindh Minister for Health Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho, Advisor Law Murtaza Wahab, Secretary Health 

Zahid Abbasi, CM Focal Person Najam Shah and Adl. Secretary Health Fayaz Abbasi also attended 

the meeting. 

The delegation members suggested the Chief Minister to totally separate coronavirus patients from 

regular hospitals, including Tertiary Care centers so that regular patients could be attended there. 

They also said that PGs should be inducted at the COVID-19 centres after giving their proper training 

of COVID-19 management and treatment trainings. This would help to overcome the shortage of 

professionals, the PMA suggested. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Azra said that there were 45,000 PGs and the health department wanted 

to start their online training. She urged the PMA to help the government in overcoming the shortage of 

medical and paramedical staff. 

Syed Murad Ali Shah said that he was establishing Isolation centers and field hospitals all over the 

Sindh and the facilities would be almost out of city. “We are using our newly constructed health and 

education department buildings and will utilize open grounds by installing marquees there,” he added. 

The Chief Minister pointed out that there were four categories of the coronavirus patients. Those who 

came by air, pilgrims from Iran, people of Tabligh-e- Jamaat and local transmission. “We succeeded in 

isolating pilgrims at Sukkur and people of Tabligh-e-Jamaat in different districts, therefore virus could 

not spread from them,” he said and added “yes, it spread from those who came by air and went 

unchecked and spread the virus and now we are facing spread of virus in slums and katchi abadies,” he 

said. 

Syed Murad Ali Shah urged the PMA to talk to their counterparts in other provinces and share Sindh‟s 

experience with them and their experience, issues and problems with the Sindh Government so that 

govt could learn from its shortcomings. 

https://nation.com.pk/E-Paper/karachi/2020-04-19/page-13/detail-3  
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PMA asked to prepare SOP for clinics, 

launch tele-medicine service 
By News desk 
April 19, 2020 

 

 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has urged the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) 

to work out SOPs for clinics and suggest ways and means to launch tele-medicine clinics so 

that patients of other diseases could be provided medical treatment. He while talking to 

Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) delegation on Saturday at CM House. The delegation 

members were DrQaisarSajad, DrQaziWasiq, Dr Sharif Hashmi and DrQhafoorShoro. 

Minister Health DrAzraFazalPechuho, Advisor Law MurtazaWahab, PSCMSajid Jamal Abro, 

Secretary Health ZahidAbbasi, CM Focal Person Najam Shah and Adl. Secretary Health 

FayazAbbasi also attended the meeting. 

 

The delegation members suggested the chief minister to totally separate Coronavirus 

patients from regular hospitals, including Tertiary Care centers so that regular patients could 

be attended there They also said that PGs should be inducted at the COVID-19 centers after 

giving their proper training of COVID-19 management and treatment trainings. This would 

help overcome the shortage of professionals, the PMA suggested. 

 

https://pakobserver.net/author/news-desk/


 

Minister Health DrAzra said that there were 45,000 PGs and the health dept wanted to start 

their online training. She urged the PMA to help the government in overcoming the shortage 

of medical and para-medical staff. The PMA also suggested that the lock down should have 

been earlier and strict but this could not happen, therefore local spread took place. Replying 

to the PMA members, the chief minister said that he was of the view to impose lockdown all 

over Pakistan from March 15 with suspension of all the travel and other facilities. Since, I 

failed to bring federal and other provincial governments round my views and apprehensions.  

, therefore imposition of lockdown because late. 

Shah said that he was establishing Isolation centers and field hospitals all over Sindh and the 

facilities would be almost out of city. “We are using our newly constructed health and 

education dept buildings and will utilize open grounds by installing marquees there.  

https://epaper.pakobserver.net/?s=2020-04-19#lg=1&slide=4  
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Murad asks PMA to devise SOPs for clinics 

April 19, 2020 

RECORDER REPORT  
 
KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has urged the Pakistan 
Medical Association (PMA) to devise SOPs for clinics and tell the government 
how to launch telemedicine clinics so that patients of other diseases could be 
provided with medical treatment.  
 
This he said on Saturday while talking to a delegation of the Pakistan Medical 
Association (PMA) here at the CM House.  
 
The delegation members were Doctors Qaisar Sajjad, Qazi Wasiq, Sharif 
Hashmi and Ghafoor Shoro.  
 
Minister Health Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho, Advisor Law Murtaza Wahab, PSCM 
Sajid Jamal Abro, Secretary Health Zahid Abbasi, Focal Person Najam Shah 
and Adl. Secretary Health Fayaz Abbasi also attended the meeting.  
 
The PMA delegation suggested to the chief minister to totally separate the 
coronavirus patients from regular hospitals, including tertiary care centers so 
that regular patients could be attended there.  
 
They also said that GPs should be inducted at the COVID-19 centres after 
training them on how to manage COVID-19 patients.  
 
This would help overcome the shortage of professionals, the PMA delegation 
said.  
 
Minister Health Dr Azra said that there were 45,000 GPs and the health dept 
wanted to start their training online.  
 
 

 



 

She urged the PMA to help the government overcome the shortage of medical 
and paramedical staff.  
 
The PMA delegation said that the lockdown should have been imposed earlier 
and it should have been stricter.  
 
The chief minister told the delegation that he had been of the view of imposing 
the lockdown all over Pakistan on March 15, suspending all travel and other 
activities.  
 
“Since I failed to bring the federal and other provincial governments round to my 
views and apprehensions, the lockdown was imposed late,” he said.  
 
Shah said that he was establishing isolation centers and field hospitals all over 
Sindh, and these facilities would be almost out of the cities jurisdictions. “We are 
using our newly-constructed health and education dept buildings and will utilize 
open grounds by installing marquees there,” he said.  
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Our Correspondent 

April 19, 2020  
 

PMA urged to prepare SOP for clinics, tele-

medicine services  

Sindh‟s chief minister has urged the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) to prepare the 

standard operating procedure (SOP) for clinics and suggest ways and means to launch 

tele-medicine services so that patients of other diseases could be provided with the due 

medical attention.  

Syed Murad Ali Shah was talking to a PMA delegation at the CM House on Saturday. 

The association‟s representatives suggested to the chief executive that novel coronavirus 

patients be removed from regular hospitals, including tertiary-care centres, so that other 

patients could receive medical attention there. They also said PG doctors (those 

pursuing their postgraduate training) should be inducted into the COVID-19 centres 

after properly training them in the management and treatment of the viral disease, as this 

would help the government overcome the shortage of professional doctors to tackle the 

challenge facing them. 

Health Minister Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho said that there were 45,000 PG doctors, and her 

department wanted to start their online training. She urged the PMA to help the 

government overcome the shortage of medical and paramedical staff members to deal 

with the coronavirus crisis. 

The association said the lockdown should have been imposed earlier and that too on a 

strict basis, but since this could not happen, local transmission of the virus happened. 

The CM told the PMA delegation that he had been of the view to impose a lockdown all 

across Pakistan from March 15, with the suspension of all travelling and other facilities. 

“Since I failed to persuade the federal and other provincial governments with regard to 

my views and apprehensions, the imposition of th0e COVID-19 lockdown in the 

country got delayed.” 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/writer/our-correspondent


He said he was establishing isolation centres and field hospitals all over the province to 

treat COVID-19 patients, adding that almost all the facilities would be established away 

from the urban centres. 

“We are using our newly constructed health and education department buildings for the 

purpose and will utilise only their open grounds by installing marquees there.” 

Shah pointed out that there were four categories of coronavirus patients: those who 

came into the country by air, the pilgrims from Iran, the members of the Tableeghi 

Jamaat and those who were infected locally. 

“We succeeded in isolating pilgrims from Iran in Sukkur and the members of the 

Tableeghi Jamaat in different districts, so the virus couldn‟t spread from them,” he said. 

“Yes, it spread from those who came into the country by air and went unchecked and 

spread the virus, and now we are facing the spread of the virus in slum areas.” 

The CM urged the PMA to talk to their representatives in other provinces and not only 

share Sindh‟s experiences with them but also listen to their experiences and problems 

with the Sindh government so we could learn from our shortcomings. 

The PMA delegation was represented by Dr Qaisar Sajjad, Dr Qazi Wasiq, Dr Sharif 

Hashmi and Dr Ghafoor Shoro. The meeting was also attended by CM‟s adviser 

Murtaza Wahab, CM‟s principal secretary Sajid Jamal Abro, Health Secretary Zahid 

Abbasi, CM‟s focal person Najam Shah and Additional Secretary Health Fayyaz 

Abbasi. 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/646286-pma-urged-to-prepare-sop-for-clinics-tele-medicine-

services?_ga=2.233631774.1478834833.1587367730-1624910671.1560581851  
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